I remember . .. Milford-on-Sea
An anthology of memorabilia recollected by some of the older
residents in the summer of 1975.
Like so many other towns and villages
Milford takes its name from its topographical location and in part from its
association with a particular trade or industry. The village, lying across the
meandering Danestream, fords this river
(now crossed by bridges) in two places;
and as early as "Domesday" Milford was
notable among surrounding villages for its
corn mill. Later, ofcourse, other mills were
built on the site, the last of these being
demolished in 1899, but I remember
seeing the remains of the old workings,
now long disappeared, at a point by the
river which is now part of the Pleasure
Grounds.
I remember when traffic through the
village had to take a devious route. From
Lymington it made its way by a sharp turn
into Church Hill, ran between the Church
and the back ofMilford House, turned left
down the hill to the bottom of the Green
where it would turn left for Keyhaven or
right for Bournemouth. At this time the
grounds of Milford House extended
almost to the High Street, and the lower
part, known as The Park, was the scene of
sports and other events during the
Summer. It also gives its name to the
present Park Road and Park Close.
In 1929 the lower part of the grounds of
Milford House were detached from the
main grounds and a new section of road
was made running behind the High Street
and joining the Lymington Road at the far
end of Church Hill. Subsequently, several
large houses were built on partofthis land,
and one of these - The Garden House itself had an extensive garden, part of
which was later sold off and now forms the
site of Lyndale Close. In 1928 Milford
House was converted to a hotel but in 1972
this was closed and the house, retaining its

facade, has now been converted into
several separate units; and a number of
houses have been built on the remaining
land. In 1928 the former stables of the
estate were converted into a residence now
known as "Old Walls", which is occupied
by a descendant of the Agar family who
formerly owned the Milford House estate.
The other outbuildings - a beautiful
Elizabethan - or thought to be - was
destroyed and a block of bedrooms with
garages beneath erected on the site.
I remember when Milford Lodge, at one
time the home of Lady Magnay, was a
fairly extensive estate and included land
now occupied by the house known as
Greenbanks, and by Greenbanks Close,
and ran down to Barnes Lane. The
grounds were often the venue for Summer
fetes, etc. The entrance to the estate was
where Greenbanks Close now leads off
Church Hill and the small entrance lodge
is still there and occupied as a cottage. The
house itself was converted to Oats but was
largely.destroyed by lire in 1973, but in its
heyday a large bell hung outside and at
precisely one o'clock each day the butler
came out and struck it, the sound being
heard in most parts of the village.
The three Miles brothers were wellknown characters in the village. George
ran a butcher's shop and his name, set in
tiles below the shop front, has only recently
disappeared in the extension of "Gwens"
dress shop. Tom Miles had a grocer's shop
where the Sports Shop now is and also a
baker's where the mock-Tudor building
housing an off-licence and a chandlers
shop now stands. The bakery business was
later acquired by young Mr. Berry and
carried on from premises which is now a
private dwelling behind Threshers. The
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visit as often as possible. The younger
daughter, christened Constance but
known in the family as Shelagh, married
the Duke ofWestminster and was the rage
of London Society. The family were close
friends of the Royal Family and on one
occasion King Edward VII stayed at
Newlands. The family names are recalled
in a group of roads developed on land that
was formerly part of the Cornwallis West
estate - Cornwallis Road and West Road
name the original family; Pless Road and
Westminster Road the two daughters; and
George Road the son, George, who
married Jennie, widow of Lord Randolph
Churchill and mother of Sir Winston
Churchill.

third Miles brother, Henry, ran an offlicence in tiny cottage-type premises
adjacent to the bakery already referred to. I
also remember the Tea House run by Miss
Hames and her sister and behind which
they ran a thriving basket-ware factory
employing some 15 or 16 people. This was
on the site now occupied by Clarke's shoe
shop.
The first Milford Church School (or
National School) was situated in the High
Street When the new school was built in
Lymington Road in 1856 the old school
premises became a library; later they were
acquired by Mr. Berry and used as a
workshop. Miss Berry's bungalow now
standing on part of the site. .
I remember many other things of old
Milford - the horse 'bus to Lymington run
by Jimmy Locldey; the fetes, sports and
pageants held in the grounds of the big
houses. The concerts, carnivals and
dances; the Milford Brass Band and the
Mummers; the annual Nativity Play in
which most of the village seemed to take
part It was produced by Mrs. TyndaleBriscoe who lived at Keyhaven.
They may have been good old days or
bad old days, but there was endless activity
and a joy in living; there was a sense of
community, of sharing and of participation, the like of which we shall not see
again.
I remember Newlands Manor when it
was the home of Col. Cornwallis West and
his family. The house stands on the outskirts of the village and there was a fairly
extensive estate. Mrs. Comwallis West was
an outstanding beauty of her day, and the
two daughters inherited their mother's
charm and good looks. The elder daughter.
christened Mary but always known as
Daisy, married a German Prince of Pless
and became a leader of Society both in
Germany and in her own country. She was
irked by the rigid protocol and etiquette in
Germany and all her life remembered
Newlands with affection and returned to.

I remember the first bank in Milford. It
was a branch of the Wilts & Dorset
Banking Co. and was situated at premises
in the High Street still known as the Old
Bank House and now used as an estate
agents offices. The bank moved to larger
premises, now the Bay Trees Restaurant,
and later, having amalgamated with
Lloyds Bank, to its present premises.
I remember the first tiny hospital in
Milford. Doctor Bruce of Milford complainted to Mr. Talbot Agar of Milford
House that he was such a bad landlord
that the roofs of houses he owned leaked,
consequently some tenants had developed
pneumonia and there was no hospital
nearer than Christchurch. Whereupon
Mr. Agar gave the land and £1,200, so that
in 1900 a hospital was built He did not,
however, repair either the roofs of the
houses or that of Milford House.
This first tiny hospital, which lasted
until 1930, was situated in the High Street
premises now known as the Milford Grill.
Patients used to sit out on the tiny balcony,
which abuts on to the street, and chat
freely with passers by. The present Milford
Hospital in Sea Road was opened in 1932
by Sir John Power who at that time was the
owner of Newlands Manor.
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H once had their own Hut where on
Sundays teas were served to servants from
the large houses before they went to
evening service at the Parish Church. The
site was later developed as an ironmongers
shop and later still was known as the
Village Centre. Then there was the hall
built at the foot of Park Lane by public
subscription to celebrate Queen Victoria's
Jubilee. Known variously as the Victoria
Hall or the Assembly Rooms it was not
very well patronised because it was not in
the centre of the village. When the
Maryland Convent on the Cliff Road was
demolished for redevelopment the church
authorities bought the Victoria Hall and it
has now been converted to a modestly
imposing Roman Catholic Church.

Milford has been fortunate over the
years in being provided with public halls.
The first tiny Parish Room was situated in
the grounds of Hillyfield, Barnes Lane
(now the home of Dr. Twiss). Then in 1915
a Mrs. Bellis of Miramar, Cliff Road (the
house has now been demolished),
presented the Church Hall in Sea Road
(now the Youth Club Hall) and this in
turn has been succeeded by the handsome
new Church Hall in Greenbanks Close.
The Women's Institute Hall in Keyhaven
Road was built in 1923 and for many years
was used for a number of purposes in
addition to W.I. meetings. It was sold in
1974 to a private owner and its future is at
present uncertain. Another meeting room
is in Park Road and is now known as the
Village Hall. It stands on a site where Toc
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