
1. Hordle Cliff - building here started in the late 1800s as part of Colonel Cornwallis-West’s 
plan to create a new Eastbourne. It was the first part of the parish to be called Milford-on-Sea.

2. Beach Huts – the first dozen huts were erected around 1900 and the charge was 5/- a year.  
They can be threatened by storms and by cliff face movement.

3. World War 2 sea defences – large scaffolding structures were created in sections on the 
beach, and carried into the sea at low tide. The sections were then clamped together.

4. Cliff erosion – has long been a feature of this shoreline. Over the last 300 years the sea has 
encroached on average by 2 metres a year at Hurst Spit and by a metre a year here at the 
cliffs.

5. The White House – was built in 1897 for the Walker-Monros. They received an engagement 
present of £250,000 and used it to build Rhinefield in the New Forest and with the money left 
over they bought a six acre plot here on the coast and built their modest beach house. 

6. Pill Box –Milford and the immediate surrounding area had something like 20 pill boxes in 
WW2, giving an indication of  how likely it was thought an invasion would occur here. 

7. Westover House - parts are believed to be around 300 years old. The oldest, thatched, part 
was originally a cottage to Westover Farm on the opposite side of the road. The centre section 
was built in the late Georgian period and the eastern end was added about 1890. 

8. St Francis of Asissi church – originally Victoria Assembly Rooms, extended in 1911 into 
Victoria Hall housing regular cinema performances in the 1920’s before becoming a church.

9. The Beach House (Westover Hall) was built in 1897 for Alexander Siemens son of William 
Siemens, head of the Siemens company in Britain. The house was designed by the famous 
Victorian architect, Arnold Mitchell.

10. Windlesham House (corner of Cliff Rd and Cornwallis Rd) – the last surviving Ravenscroft 
villa on the cliff top. It is said that William Ravenscroft designed over 100 houses in the village.

Explore more of the history of Milford-on-Sea at www.milfordhistory.org.uk
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History trails around Milford-on-Sea: a cliff top trail

For guided history tours contact www.Lymington-town-tours.co.uk

Start anywhere – number 1 
is  at the Cliff Road Car Park 
opposite Whitby Road

For guided history tours contact www.Lymington-town-tours.co.uk

http://www.milfordhistory.org.uk/
http://www.lymington-town-tours.co.uk/
http://www.lymington-town-tours.co.uk/

